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This completed the subjection of Israel, and
Tiglathpileser was now able to turn to the far
greater task of overcoming Damascus. Rezin was
not discomfited by the conquest of Israel, and
trusted that the army of Damascus, which had so
glorious a record of bravery and victory, might
triumph again. He met Tiglathpileser on the field
of battle and was defeated, escaping very narrowly
himself. The only thing that remained was to
shut himself up in Damascus and withstand the
siege if possible. He was soon beleaguered, with
the most terrible devastation of the entire country
about Damascus. Tiglathpileser boasts that he
destroyed at this time five hundred and ninety-
one cities, whose inhabitants, numbering thousands,
were carried away, with all their possessions, to
Assyria. At about the same time, and very prob-
ably during the progress of the tedious siege, Tig-
lathpileser sent an army into northern Arabia. A
queen of Arabia, Zabibi, had paid him tribute in
738, but since then we have no hint that he re-
ceived anything more. Samsi was now queen, and
she refused to pay any tribute and retired before
the army, attempting to entice the Assyrians into
the heart of the country. When at last she was
overtaken and forced to fight the Assyrians were
victorious; Samsi was conquered and plundered of
vast numbers of camels and oxen. An Assyrian
governor was then left to watch her payment of
tribute, though she was permitted to manage her
own "kingdom as she willed. The effect of this